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objects for which Persia has at all times been famous.
Thanks to its political importance, Tehran has consider-
ably increased in size of late years. The old walls, four
miles in circumference, have everywhere been encroached
upon, and the new quarters have now been enclosed by
an outer wall and ditch enclosing a space much larger
than the whole of the old town. In summer, when the
heat is almost intolerable, the Court, embassies, and
wealthy citizens retire to 'Gulahak and other pleasant
retreats on the neighbouring hills. The road to these
places passes the 'Kasr-i-Qajar, or " Palace of the Qajar,"
which, though now seldom occupied by the Shah, stands
on an imposing site in the midst of beautiful grounds
that have been compared by Oriental fancy with those
of Versailles.

About 85 miles on the road from Tehran to Isfahan
lies the town of |Kum,,which is held next in sanctity to
Mashhad " the Holy." Here is the famous shrine of
Masuma Fatima, the sister of the Imam Eiza, the
gilded dome of which has been completed by the Shah,
Nasr-ud-din, and also contains the remains of ten kings
and 444 "saints." It is usual to visit this shriue
before proceeding to Mashhad or Kerbela, and Kum
has become a favourite spot for the interment of the
Faithful, whose bodies are brought hither from great
distances. But the town itself is mostly in ruins, of
its 20,000 houses not more than 6000 being at present
occupied. " Its streets and bazaars are deserted, and
dangerous from the innumerable holes and pitfalls with
which they abound; and its general condition provides
an impressive commentary 011 the state of absolute stag-
nation which seems to be one of the chief characteristics
of the Muhammadan religion " (Major E. Smith).

On the western border of Irak-Ajemi lies ikamatlan,
she ancient Ecbatana, ]where the Jews still show the